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Fall is upon us, and we have had some great events to kick off the season. 
Our Family of the Year cruise brought out 42 boats and was the largest 
cruise of the year. I would say that as a club, we are getting back to normal 
and emerging from the pandemic concerns.  
We are in full admin mode at the Club. This is arguably the busiest time for 
the officers and trustees as we all align on future policies, nominate, and 
elect new officers and trustees and build for the future betterment of our 
club.  

With that all being said, I came across an old Vagabonder from December of 2005, on one 
page was a letter to the membership on “Ten Ways to Destroy your Association or 
Organization”. I thought about re-publishing the article, but was reminded by my good friend 
and Trustee, Jim Davis, that a positive approach and appeal, might be better received.... I 
gave it some thought and believe his council was spot on. Thank goodness for trustees....  

So.... Here are my “Ten Ways to Make DMYC Successful and Prosper for the Future.”  
1)  Come to every meeting. —This is where the club gets its “business” done.  
2)  When you come, participate, and bring your experience and knowledge. Every idea and  
thought should come with positive intent.  
3)  When you do participate, having differing opinions is ok, that is how we all learn and  
grow. It is the officer’s responsibility to be accepting of ideas and thoughts. We are all  
trying to do the best we can.  
4)  Seek out roles as committee chairs, flag officers, and Trustees—These roles are  
important and are ways to not only meet fellow club members but again, bringing your 
experiences and insight for the betterment of DMYC. You will quickly find that there is wealth 
of knowledge and help behind you, and to support you in those roles.  
5)  Once named to a committee or officer of the club, take on the responsibility with the 
dedication and creativity it deserves. It is rewarding to give back to this community.  
6)  Get involved with all aspects of the club, seek out long term members and ask about the 
past.... Learning from the past and using it for the future is key in survival, we are celebrating 
65 years, Let’s plan for the next 65...  
7)  Don’t be afraid to take a risk. Without risk, there would be very little reward. This club was 
built on taking calculated risks.  
8)  Engage with the officers, offer your services, offer thoughts and ideas.  
9)  Take the time to read your monthly Vagabonder and ENews. These are important  
communication tools, and relevant information is contained in both.  
10)  Have Fun!!! This is a volunteer organization, it is extremely rewarding to get involved,  
participate, and build for the future.  

 
I look forward to seeing you all at our upcoming general meetings. 

OCTOBER 4 
7pm Board Meeting 
OCTOBER 5 
6:30pm Fleet Meeting 
6:30pm Facilities Meeting 
OCTOBER 11 
Man & Woman of the Year 
Celebration  
6:30pm General Meeting 
Dinner 
7:30pm General Meeting 
Dinner  
OCTOBER 14-16 
Cruise to Port Orchard 
OCTOBER 25 
6:30 First Mates Meeting - 
Elections 
OCTOBER 28 
Decorate for Monster Bash 
OCTOBER 29 
6pm Monster Bash 
OCTOBER 30 
Monster Bash Clean Up 
NOVEMBER 1 
7pm Board Meeting 
NOVEMBER 2 
6:30pm Fleet Meeting 
6:30pm Facilities Meeting 
NOVEMBER 8 
6:30pm General 
Membership Dinner & 
Meeting - Elections 
NOVEMBER 9  
6:30pm Calendar Meeting 
NOVEMBER 22 
6:30pm First Mates 
Meeting 
NOVEMBER 25-27 
Thanksgiving Cruise 

Take a look at the Club 
Website for the complete 

calendar!
desmoinesyachtclub.com 

http://desmoinesyachtclub.com


Fall is upon us and closes out a fun summer of boating. It has been a great summer and I appreciate 
all of the work so many members have put in all year long to keeping our Yacht Club running 
smoothly. 

WORK PARTY WRAP-UP Thank you to all of the 25 wonderful member volunteers who came out 
for the September work party! Thanks so much to Andy Condon & Frode Engelson for the grunt 
work in cleaning, organizing, and purging the under-stage storage bins. Thanks to Marlo Goetz, 
Dawn Sharp, Mieko Haverly & Jane Moore, for sorting and organizing all of the under-stage 

cruise bins. Thanks to Robin Miller & Shelly Arch for mucking out the kitchen. Thanks to Denny Ertler for fixing and 
reinstalling the "Y" for "Yacht Club" on the north side of the building. Thanks to Ken Dryden for grooming the fence 
lines and trimming unruly landscaping from the condos next door. Thanks very much to Rich Swingler, Mike Haverly 
& Tad Donohue for tackling the carport storage area. What an amazing transformation. Thanks to Phil Walden for 
repainting the red zone on our dock. Thanks to new member Gary Victor for your hard work and bringing your tractor 
down to help. Thanks to Mike McGahan, Bob Searing, Dave & Colleen Jacobson, Zach Schulte, Keith & Melody 
Swett, Trish Keenan & Bill Gardner for your contributions as well – I know that you did many productive tasks that I 
could not keep track of. 

DRY MOORAGE UPKEEP Remember that it is each stall tenant's responsibility to keep up on your annual boat 
registration and update your stickers. Trustee and PC George Faler and I did an audit and found too many boats with 
out current stickers. I will be contacting all owners as a one-time reminder. Fair warning, I will be posting a list of all 
boats without 2023 stickers in the November newsletter. 

DRY MOORAGE ELECTRICITY We are entering the time of year when folks will start using much more electricity in 
Dry Moorage. Each stall tenant can control their usage and keep that amount below or near the 200 kWh/month 
credit. You can use a "smart plug" to control your plugged in items like space heaters to control your electricity use. 

The electricity monitoring equipment and system is called Emporia Energy and the website is https://
www.emporiaenergy.com/ if you want to see what it is all about. While the BOT recognizes Emporia Energy is not a 
"perfect system" it does provide an "accurate enough" system considering the 200 kWh credit per stall. During the 
two-year testing and monitoring phase, we have not found significant 
anomalies. Due to the nature of the software, there is not a "public 
view" option, but again you can always ask for information! As always, 
you can contact the Vice Commodore (me), Commodore Feider, or 
Treasurer Brad Neil with any questions about the electricity 
monitoring and future charges. 

WINTER WET MOORAGE Coming soon you can sign up for Winter 
Wet Moorage! Please see flyer. 

DOCKING AND BOAT SAFETY The Facilities Committee has been 
working on purchasing new safety ladders getting them mounted to 
the DMYC dock. While that is a good solution for DMYC, falling off 
your boat and into the water while docking can happen anywhere. 
Please consider purchasing your own emergency ladder that you can 
keep on your boat and put out at the same time as your fenders. See 
enclosed example – affordable and available on Amazon. 

VICE COMMODORE IVANA HALVORSEN
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C:\Users\ihalvorsen\Documents\Garbage\Boating\Yacht Club\2022 Vice Commodore-Building-Grounds\Docks\2022 
DMYC WINTER WET MOORAGE.docx

2022-2023 DMYC WINTER WET MOORAGE
November 1, 2022 – April 30, 2023

Rule 3B "Winter Wet Moorage Rental Fee
The Monthly Moorage Fee shall be at the 
rate per foot paid by the Club to the City of 
Des Moines Marina.  The charge for 
electricity shall be set and adjusted yearly 
by the Board as rates change from the Des 
Moines Marina to DMYC and will be written 
on the current Winter Wet Moorage 
Agreement."

Rule 8.A "The Board of Trustees may at its 
discretion allow members to moor their 
boats on club facilities during fall and winter 
months on a space available basis. If there 
is more request for moorage than there is 
space allotted, the Vice Commodore will hold a drawing to determine which members will have 
“Winter Moorage”. Upon completion of the drawing, the Vice Commodore or his or her designate 
will assign moorage locations."

The 2022-2023 Wet Winter Moorage Fee is $11/foot LOA per month plus flat $30 
per month for electricity. 

Example Fees for one month

LOA $11/LF $30 ELECTRICITY 
FLAT RATE

TOTAL

20 $220.00  $30.00 $250.00 
30 $330.00  $30.00 $360.00 
40 $440.00  $30.00 $470.00 
50 $550.00  $30.00 $580.00 

If you are interested in wet winter moorage please contact the Vice Commodore via 
EMAIL vicecommodore@desmoinesyachtclub.com  or TEXT Ivana at 206-255-4793.
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A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER BRAD NEIL

The DMYC Board of Trustees (BoT) has directed the DMYC bookkeeper to “go live” and begin 
invoicing for excessive dry moorage (DM) electrical usage beginning January 1, 2023. Excessive 
electrical use is anything over 200 kwh per slip per month. Monthly electrical use is read on the 
20th of each month so for example the December invoice will include electricity used from 
October 20 to November 19. If there is no electrical charge on your invoice then you have not 
exceeded the 200 kwh credit. 

You can reduce your electrical consumption and therefore your monthly charge. In fact less than 
half have our dry moorage slips now exceed the 200 kwh credit. Some suggestions are: put your 
block heaters on a timer or temperature sensor, for moisture use a dehumidifier rather than a 
heater, drain your fresh water tanks and blow out the pipes, turn off your water heater, put space 
heaters on a smart plug that measures temperature, empty and turn off your refrigerator and 
freezer, use a trickle charger or maintainer on your batteries. PSE has asked for a 15% increase in 
rates for next year. These conservation ideas can save all of us a lot of money. Thank you all for your 
help in this matter.
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SMART PLUG OPTIONS AVAILABLE ON AMAZON 
Super simple 

 

A little more control… 

Want an App for That?  

 



Monster Bash
October 29, 2022

Social 6:00 pm

Dinner 7:00 pm

Dancing 8:00 pm

$35/person by Oct 22

$45/person after 

Costume Party & BYOB

Dinner prepared by Robin

RSVP online or 

Debbie Minniti 

253.905.6237

Music by RAUCOUS

Kids 12 and under free



 

Fall has arrived and the celebrations begin! 

The Entertainment Committee has been busy planning upcoming events. 

Oktoberfest was a great success! We had an excellent turnout and a lot of fun. Chuck was 
our DJ and played some lively polka music, the Flyer Song, Sweet Caroline and of 
course...the Chicken Dance! Thank you, Chuck! We had games, German food, and beer 
and wine. A big THANK YOU to Denny and Jane for helping me get the ballroom setup on 
Friday afternoon. It was just the 3 of us slinging tables and chairs for the majority of the 

afternoon with additional help arriving later. Thank you to Robin and KC for the marvelous food, to Patti Dahl, 
Patti Linscott, & Dianne Watters for the centerpieces. Thank you, Chris Mark for the largest pretzels I have ever 
seen! There are many others to thank as well. I have a great entertainment committee! 

Up next is the Monster Bash, October 29th. This will be a good old Halloween Party! Costumes are 
encouraged but certainly not required. Just come and have a fun evening dancing to Raucous, enjoying 
delicious food and socializing with your friends. Kids are welcome with the price of admission free for anyone 
under 12. We will have some trick or treat goodies for the kids. 

Family Holiday Extravaganza walk around event at the DMYC will take place on December 3rd. We will have 
music, inflatables, and lights and of course, Santa to kick of the holiday season. We will have the ice cream 
truck again and I am looking for other ideas such as a coffee/hot chocolate cart to add to the atmosphere. I 
am also looking for some folks who would like to be carolers, to stroll around singing for everyone. This event 
will be followed by a potluck social in the lounge for those who would like to stick around and watch the 
lighted boat parade and vote for the best decorated boat! 

Last but not least is the New Year’s Eve Party! Music by The Tropics and food by Spring Lake Café – Scott 
Clements. This will be an elegant night to send off 2022 and welcome 2023. Look for more details in the 
attached flyer! 

REAR COMMODORE DEBBIE MINNITI
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STEAMPUNK  
    is the THEME      
 Get Geared for Weird  

Friday  5pm  

       Bring  a Batty    Appetizer  to  Share   

           Surprize  Cocktail  in  the  CABANA 

 
Saturday   9am   @ Cabana 
          Build  an   Omelet  in  a  BAG         
                                             (fixens  supplied  by the  club) 
 
10 a m  to  3pm  Decorate Your Boat s,  Explore  the Town 
  
        KIDs   Carve your PUMPKINS to judge  
                  Trick or Treat at Twilight    
 
 8pm -  Kids   Costume   &  Boat   Judging  Contest  
 
     Don’t forget Treats for the kids.   
 
                                        Dinner on your own 
 
 

Sunday   9am     
Coffee and Pastries in the Cabana  
       
 

Please  sign up on  DMYC  web  Cruising 
Calendar .   Contact  Denny  Ertler   
901-832-1876,    dertler@hotmail.com  
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Hello Vagabonders!  

I’m sitting in the pilothouse of my boat in Gig Harbor watching the first rain in 
months. It’s still a beautiful day. No wind, just a light drizzle, and a little hazy. Our 
area really needs this rain. It’s also a little reminder to make sure all your hatches 
are closed tight, scuppers are clear on your decks, drains are pulled out of your 
tender, etc. Fleet team gets a little respite as the bulk of the organization for the 
September and October cruises are handled by other groups. Thanksgiving 

cruise to Dock Street is Fleet’s next and last cruise of 2022. 

There are a few more cruises this year and I hope to see you there! 

September 2 – 5 Family of the Year Cruise to Brownsville 
The Board of Trustees sponsors the FOY Cruise, which was very successful! Joy Feider and her team 
did a great job decorating to the theme, “Friends, Family, Fun!” Thanks to Jessi Palomo and Elsie 
Janson who helped with the activities. We had human-powered vessel races, a Texas Hold Em Game, 
a scavenger hunt, and a cornhole tournament. And of course, we had the traditional corn-husking 
race for past DCs and treasure hunt for kids. Lots of prize winners! The Bryant kids cleaned up on 
many of the races and games and the Goetz grandkids held their own too! 

Thank you to all of you who helped! The Board members attending jumped in as did many of you in 
the club. There were just too many to list because everyone jumped in to help prep for dinner, wash 
the pans and utensils, cart garbage to shore, start coffee in the morning, and schlep stuff to and from 
the club on their boats. Even our newer members and some of our perspective members rolled up 
their sleeves to help. A special thank you to my friend Susan Matney who brought her camera and 
shot a lot of good pictures! 

There were 42 boats registered. I think 45 was the 
final count of boats attending. We had some 
visitors by land also for a total of more than 105 
people and no ducks! We Christened G2G as well 
as a number of other boats. Really a great time 
had by all. 

Next Cruise 
The next cruise is the Past Commodores’, October 
14-16 to Port Orchard. Please see the flyer for all 
the details and sign up on the website! 

FLEET CAPTAIN PEGGY CLAAR                                                  
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Date Cruise Destination

1/13 Icicle Arabella’s/Gig Harbor

2/17-2/19 President’s Day Port of Bremerton

3/17-3/19 St Paddy’s Dock Street, Tacoma

4/14-4/16 Daffodil Marine Parade Tacoma Yacht Club (event)

4/14-4/16 Daffodil Cruise? Tacoma Seaport?

4/21-4/23 Cruise Instead/Also? Poulsbo?

5/26-5/29 Memorial Day Longbranch, Filucy Bay

6/16-6/18 First Mates Cruise Port of Kingston

7/1-7/3 4th of July Raft Out Quartermaster Harbor, Vashon

8/1 No Cruise

9/1-9/4 Family of the Year/Labor Day Port of Brownsville

10/13-10/15 PC Halloween Cruise Port Orchard

11/23-11/26 Thanksgiving Day Cruise Dock Street

12/3? Lighted Boat Des Moines Yacht Club

2023 Cruises Calendar 
The 2023 cruise schedule is below. We had a poor turnout for a couple of cruises in 2022. Cruise 
Captains put some effort and time into each cruise and we want to apply those resources to cruise 
members want to attend. Help us optimize the cruises calendar for next year. We need your input! 
• Help us pick cruise locations for the two cruises in March and April  
• Please, please, RSVP for cruises (this helps us plan food and whether to even hold the cruise. 

Some locations require we pay for 10-20 boats in advance)  
• Take a 3-question, 2-minute survey using the link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/X6Y7SX2  

FLEET CAPTAIN - Continued                                           
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“An Evening in Paris with your mate” 

                      
                       Please join us for the 2022  

                        Tom and Jerry Awards Night 
                         Sunday December 11, 2022 

                                4:00 Pm in the DMYC Ballroom 

 

 

                                       This is our annual Member only 

                                    event to celebrate the achievements 

                                   of fellow members. Please bring a  

                                “heavy” appetizer or desert to share.        

                                  BYOB.      No Childcare. 

   Limited beer, mimosas and wine may be provided. 
Grab your beret, stripped shirt, polka dots or “haute couture” garment or whatever 

else makes you happy– French dress attire optional but fun! 
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Hello First Mates. Let me first say thank you to everyone who helped with the Past President’s 
Luncheon and General Meeting dinner. I would now like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to the 
passing of an amazing DMYC member and Past First Mate’s President. Yvonne Josowitz. Yvonne had 
earned almost every DMYC award possible and was always very active in the club. She will be missed. 
These are not my words, but a little something I asked her husband, Simon to share:  

Yvonne Josowitz 1952 - 2022  

Yvonne and I joined DMYC in 1990. We owned a 34 foot 
Mainship Trawler with the intention of mooring it in front of our house in the 
summer and on a trailer in the backyard during winter. We subleased a slip at 
the marina for 6 months, got spoiled and sought wet moorage. We never dry 
stored it.  

I was the boater in the relationship and started taking Yvonne out in my sailboat 
in the 70’s. Being half Norwegian, she enjoyed boating as much as I did. We tent 
camped around the South Sound in a wood 19’ Lightning sailboat in the early 
80’s.  

In 1985, we purchased a 17’ Glasply outboard and we tent camped around the 
San Juans and Eastern Washington for a week or two every summer.  

In 1999 we bought a 26 ‘ Bayliner Explorer and started cruising the San Juans. 
Yvonne started envying boaters in larger boats that had showers, toilets, actual 
beds and a functional galley. We started looking for a larger boat 2 months after 
purchasing the Bayliner.  

We bought the Mainship ”Trombo” in 1990, cruised the San Juans, Desolation 
Sound and Princess Louisa. Yvonne attended “Peggy Weber’s School of Line and 
Fender Handling” that Peggy taught to the First Mates in those days. The best 
thing Yvonne learned from Peggy was: don’t listen to the Captain when he 
announces which side of the boat to place the fenders and lines on and put 
them out on BOTH SIDES because inevitably the Captain will change his mind.  

We started looking for a larger trawler after owning the Mainship for 10 years. 
Yvonne and I, at the time, wanted to live on a boat. We actually got to live on 
Sandpiper for a year and a half while we were building the Gig Harbor House.  

We bought Sandpiper in 2000, which was our “dream boat”. Yvonne and I 
started cruising further and further north and eventually boated in the 
Broughtons with Half and Half for several months every summer. Yvonne 
became quite good at predicting weather and sea state to the point that Yvonne 
would have several boats depending on her prediction for crossing the Georgia 
Strait. 

Yvonne did 80% of the driving on Sandpiper and she became an excellent 
Yachtswoman. She was a helpful First Mate, relaying valuable, accurate docking 
information to me over the headset. And she always ignored my instruction and 
put fenders and lines on both sides of the boat, never forgeting Peggy’s lesson.  

 FIRST MATES PRESIDENT DAWN SHARP

I want to personally thank everyone for being there for her when she was diagnosed with the horrible cancer.  Cards, 
texts, emails and visits helped cheer her up during treatment.  I will forever be grateful to the members for keeping her in 
good spirits.  
I was so happy that she was able to go to the Labor Day Cruise.  We were unable to go boating all summer, due to Yvonne’s 
daily chemo, weekly blood draws and transfusions, but she was determined to attend the FOY cruise, which was her 
favorite. 
Yvonne enjoyed that cruise immensely.  Seeing her friends, walking the dock and being on the boat was what she enjoyed 
and I am so happy that she was able to attend for the last time.  She was in lots of pain during the cruise, walking the dock 
visiting, and climbing the stairs on the boat, plus she had to take frequent naps.   Yvonne was determined not to let pain 
and nausea ruin the cruise for her. Yvonne was the bravest, strongest women I know. 
And, I am extremely grateful that Yvonne was able to attend the First Mates Past Presidents Luncheon three days before 
she died.  I kept an eye on her from the lounge and she looked beautiful, radiant, stylish and very happy to be with friends 
that she has known a very long time.  People were surprised by how good she looked. 
I am happy for Yvonne, she died earlier than expected, which was a blessing since her cancer was not curable and she was 
facing a horrible end.  She is no longer in pain or nauseous and is happily with Sailor.  We had an extraordinary life for 46 
years, 32 of it was with DMYC.  
Yvonne will always be remembered for how beautiful and happy she looked at the First Mate Luncheon and at the cruise 
instead of a shrunken, bald, sad old lady.  For that I am forever grateful. 
 
Simon Josowitz 
Sandpiper  

 
Thank you all for your love and support to First Mates! 
Dawn M Sharp 
2022 First Mate’s President 
 

 

 

 

  

Hello First Mates. Let me first say thank you to everyone who helped 
with the Past President’s Luncheon and General Meeting dinner. I would 
now like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to the passing of an 
amazing DMYC member and Past First Mate’s President. Yvonne 
Josowitz. Yvonne had earned almost every DMYC award possible and 
was always very active in the club. She will be missed. 
These are not my words, but a little something I asked Simon to share: 
 

Yvonne Josowitz      1952 – 2022 
Yvonne and I joined DMYC in 1990.  We owned a 34 foot Mainship Trawler with 
the intention of mooring it in front of our house in the summer and on a trailer in 
the backyard during winter.  We subleased a slip at the marina for 6 months, 
 got spoiled and sought wet moorage.  We never dry stored it. 
I was the boater in the relationship and started taking Yvonne out in my sailboat 
in the 70’s.  Being half Norwegian, she enjoyed boating as much as I did.  We tent 
camped around the South Sound in a wood 19’ Lightning sailboat in the early 80’s. 
In 1985, we purchased a 17’ Glasply outboard and we tent camped around the San 
Juan’s and Eastern Washington for a week or two every summer. 
In 1999 we bought a 26 ‘ Bayliner Explorer and started cruising the San Juan’s.  
Yvonne started envying boaters in larger boats that had showers, toilets, actual 
beds and a functional galley.  We started looking for a larger boat 2 months after 
purchasing the Bayliner.  
We bought the Mainship in 1990, cruised the San Juan’s, Gulf Islands Desolation and Princess Louisa.  Yvonne attended 
“Peggy Weber School of Line and Fender Handling” that Peggy taught to the First Mate in those days.  The best thing 
Yvonne learned from Peggy was; don’t listen to the Captain when he announces which side of the boat to hang the fenders 
on and put them out on BOTH SIDES because inevitably the Captain will change his mind. 
We started looking for a larger trawler after owning the Mainship for 10 years.  Yvonne and I, at the time, wanted to live 
on a boat.  We actually got to live on Sandpiper for a year and a half while we were building the Gig Harbor House. 
We bought Sandpiper in 2000, which was our “dream boat”.  Yvonne and I started cruising further and further north and 
eventually boated in the Broughtons with Half and Half for several months every summer. Yvonne became quite good at 
predicting weather and sea state to the point that Yvonne would have several boats depending or her for crossing Georgia 
Strait. 
Yvonne did 80% of the driving on Sandpiper and she became an excellent Yachtswoman.  She was also a helpful First Mate, 
relaying valuable, accurate docking information to me over the headset.  And she always ignored my instruction and put 
fenders and lines on both sides of the boat, never forgetting Peggy’s lesson. 
As far as DMYC involvement, Yvonne was First Mates President once or twice, First Mate of the year, and was in charge of 
Tom and Jerry twice, helped Co-Chair First Mates Cruises, helped with Special People Cruise and many other First Mate 
functions.  Yvonne was the chair and organized the First Mates Marine Swap Meet for over 10 years, which she devoted 
countless hours to. 
As a couple, Yvonne and I were Chairs of Reciprocal and the Vagabonder but as you all can guess, Yvonne did most of the 
work.  Yvonne was working as a proofreader at the time and she transformed the Vagabonder into an accurate 
professional publication by editing and reediting it until it was void of spelling, grammatical and punctuation errors. 
Yvonne was awarded Women of the Year when, according to Neil Kelley, “Yvonne saved my life” when Neil fell into the 
water at a cruise and she pulled him out.  She also earned a Duck, possibly Duck of the Year when she fell off Sandpiper 
and shattered her leg. 
Yvonne and I have been awarded the Towboat, Stiff Rope, Uncle Otto and Family of the Year. 
Yvonne loved DMYC and its members. She always joked that we joined DMYC to “buy friends”.  Yvonne thought of the 
club as her family and loved everyone. She was always eager to help at functions. 
Even after we moved to Gig Harbor and Joined POYC for moorage, Yvonne insisted on maintaining our membership with 
DMYC because she did not want to lose her friends and “family”. 

I want to personally thank everyone for being there for her when she was diagnosed with the horrible cancer.  Cards, 
texts, emails and visits helped cheer her up during treatment.  I will forever be grateful to the members for keeping her in 
good spirits.  
I was so happy that she was able to go to the Labor Day Cruise.  We were unable to go boating all summer, due to Yvonne’s 
daily chemo, weekly blood draws and transfusions, but she was determined to attend the FOY cruise, which was her 
favorite. 
Yvonne enjoyed that cruise immensely.  Seeing her friends, walking the dock and being on the boat was what she enjoyed 
and I am so happy that she was able to attend for the last time.  She was in lots of pain during the cruise, walking the dock 
visiting, and climbing the stairs on the boat, plus she had to take frequent naps.   Yvonne was determined not to let pain 
and nausea ruin the cruise for her. Yvonne was the bravest, strongest women I know. 
And, I am extremely grateful that Yvonne was able to attend the First Mates Past Presidents Luncheon three days before 
she died.  I kept an eye on her from the lounge and she looked beautiful, radiant, stylish and very happy to be with friends 
that she has known a very long time.  People were surprised by how good she looked. 
I am happy for Yvonne, she died earlier than expected, which was a blessing since her cancer was not curable and she was 
facing a horrible end.  She is no longer in pain or nauseous and is happily with Sailor.  We had an extraordinary life for 46 
years, 32 of it was with DMYC.  
Yvonne will always be remembered for how beautiful and happy she looked at the First Mate Luncheon and at the cruise 
instead of a shrunken, bald, sad old lady.  For that I am forever grateful. 
 
Simon Josowitz 
Sandpiper  

 
Thank you all for your love and support to First Mates! 
Dawn M Sharp 
2022 First Mate’s President 
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As far as DMYC involvement, Yvonne was First Mates President once or twice, First 
Mate of the Year, was in charge of Tom and Jerry twice, helped co-chair First Mates 
Cruises, helped with Special People’s Cruise and many other First Mate functions. 
Yvonne was the chair and organized the First Mates Marine Swap Meet for over 10 
years, which she devoted countless hours to.  

As a couple, Yvonne and I were Chairs of Reciprocal and the Vagabonder but as you 
all can guess, Yvonne did most of the work. Yvonne was working as a proofreader at 
the time and she transformed the Vagabonder into an accurate professional 
publication by editing and re-editng it unti it was void of spelling, grammatical and 
punctuation errors. 
  
Yvonne was awarded the Commodores Award when, according to Neil Kelly, “Yvonne 
saved my life” when Neil fell into the water at a cruise and she pulled him out. She 

also earned a Duck, possibly Duck of the Year when she fell off Sandpiper and shattered her leg.  

Yvonne and I have been awarded the Towboat, Stiff Rope, Uncle Otto and Family of the Year.  

Yvonne loved DMYC and its members. She always joked that we joined DMYC to “buy friends”. Yvonne thought of the club 
as her family and loved everyone. She was always eager to help at functions.  

Even after we moved to Gig Harbor and joined POYC for moorage, Yvonne insisted on maintaining our membership with 
DMYC because she did not want to lose her friends and “family”.  

I want to personally thank everyone for being there for her when she was diagnosed with the horrible cancer. Phone calls, 
cards, texts, emails and visits helped cheer her up during treatment. I will forever be grateful to the members for keeping 
her in good spirits.  

I was so happy that she was able to go to the Labor Day Cruise. We were unable to go boating all summer, due to Yvonne’s 
daily chemo, weekly blood draws and transfusions, but she was determined to attend the FOY cruise, which was her 
favorite.  

Yvonne enjoyed that cruise immensely. Seeing her friends, walking the dock and being on the boat was what she enjoyed 
and I am so happy that she was able to attend for the last time. She was in lots of pain during the cruise, walking the dock 
visiting, and climbing the stairs on the boat, plus she had to take frequent naps. Yvonne was determined not to let pain and 
nausea ruin the cruise for her. Yvonne was the bravest, strongest woman I know.  

And, I am extremely grateful that Yvonne was able to attend the First Mates Past President’s Luncheon three days before she 
died. I kept an eye on her from the lounge and she looked beautiful, radiant, 
stylish and very happy to be with good friends that she has known a very long 
time. People were surprised by how good she looked.  

I am happy for Yvonne, she died earlier than expected, which was a blessing 
since her cancer was not curable and she was facing a horrible end. She is no 
longer in pain or nauseous and is happily with Sailor. We had an extraordinary 
life for 46 years and 32 of it was with DMYC.  

Yvonne will always be remembered for how beautiful and happy she looked at 
the First Mate Luncheon and at the FOY Cruise instead of a shrunken, bald, 
sad old lady. For that I am forever grateful.  
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Live music - 8:30pm-12:30am

Ring in the New Year
with friends old and new at DMYC

December 31st 6pm

RSVP by December 15th by calling or texting Debbie Minniti at 253.905.6237 or 
registering online at the DMYC website. 

*Price increases by $10 per person after December 15th.
No reservations accepted after December 26th. Payment is required prior to event.

dance the night away with The Tropics

semi-formal attire 
requested

$75.00
per person*

RSVP by Dec 15th

Dinner - 7:00pm
Social hour - 6:00pm

catered by Spring Lake Café 



Happy Fall, DMYC friends! 

It was so fun to see many of you at our recent Oktoberfest party! It was a great 
way for me to kick off my favorite season of the year. Cool mornings and 
evenings, cozy sweaters, football and chili, changing leaves, mugs of cider … I 
could go on and on.  

It has been a busy month on the membership front. The Membership Committee 
has a few prospective members who are currently working through their requirements, we are 
fielding regular inquiries, and we welcomed FOUR new members to the club at our September 
General Meeting!  

Please give a warm welcome to Russ and Christy Telling, Rich Simmonds, Gary Victor, and Mark 
and Michelle Vittitow! I’m sure you will see them all around the club, so please make sure to 
introduce yourselves! 

Now for a couple of housekeeping updates:  
• The Membership Committee is beginning to collect any new information for the 2023 Yearbook, so 

please make sure you’re providing updated information no later than November 1, 2022. We have 
created a shared document to house any/all new or updated information, so please take a moment 
to review this year’s yearbook and report on anything that needs to be updated. Please click on this 
link – DMYC - 2023 Yearbook, Information Updates – to open the document. Information will 
automatically save. If for some reason you are unable to access the document, feel free to email me 
at reneepeterson@gmail.com.  

• Please also reach out via email should you need a new burgee, parking sticker(s), boat decal(s) 
and/or name tags.

MEMBERSHIP RENEE PERRY 
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Hello Vagabonders!

It’s time to review the information for our DMYC 2023 
Yearbook! If you haven’t already done so, please 
review your information in the current yearbook and 
share any new or updated information with the 
Membership Committee. 

It is preferred that new/updated information be added 
to this Google spreadsheet:
DMYC – 2023 Yearbook, Information Updates

There is a tab for Contact and Vessel info, as well as 
Military Veteran info. Please only add new info or 
updates. 

If you are unable to access the shared document, feel 
free to report your changes to Renee Perry -
reneepeterson@gmail.com.

All updates need to be reported no later than 
November 1, 2022.  

2023 Yearbook Updates
D E S  M O I N E S  YA C H T  C L U B   •   E S T  1 9 5 7

Link: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15YJdbxBF6q-

Page 16

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15YJdbxBF6q-L5IddcIIhFO5mRaZrewYKU5uaBXp_0ds/edit#gid=0


YOUR BUSINESS COULD BE 
HERE! 

Only $60 a year! 

Contact Mindy McClean at 
mindymacster@hotmail.com 

for further information.

2022 DMYC BOARD & CONTACTS 
   Office/Clubhouse 	 	 	 	 	 206.878.7220

	 Club Stewards 	 Jeff & Vonda Jackson	 206.226.7619	 

	 Commodore 	 	 Todd Feider		 	 206.605.5104

	 Vice Commodore Ivana Halvorsen 206.255.4793	 	 

	 Rear Commodore	 Debbie Minniti	 	 206.905.6237

	 Fleet Captain      	 	 Peggy Claar		 	 253.709.2789	   
	 Membership Renee Perry		 	 206.491.9321

	 Secretary Tammy Carbaugh	 	 206.718.8883

	 Treasurer Brad Neil	 	 	 206.992.8861

	 First Mates President Dawn Sharp   	 	 206.910.2251              

	 Jr. Past Commodore 	 Denny Ertler		 	 901.832.1876

	 Parliamentarian 	 	 Warren Elfstrom 	 	 206.824.3715

	 Trustee	 	 	 Dianne Watters	 	 206.550.8932

	 Trustee	 	 	 Jim Davis	 	 	 253.431.6735

	 Trustee	 	 	 David Jacobson	 	 253.951.9065

	 Trustee	 	 	 Dennis McCrea	 	 206.900.6728

	 Trustee	 	 	 Chas Arch	 	 	 206.510.0648

	 Trustee 	 George Faler	 	 206.331.2381	 	 

	 Rental Coordinator Vonda Perry Jackson	 206.226.7619

	 Bookkeeper 	 	 Debbie Minniti	   	 253.905.6237                                                              

	 Vagabonder/Emails Mindy McClean 	 	 206.679.8692

	 Sunshine Joy Feider	 253.709.3598      

	 Website          desmoinesyachtclub.com


* Deadline for newsletter articles is 25th of each month * 

mailto:mindymacster@hotmail.com
http://desmoinesyachtclub.com


PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS! 

YOUR BUSINESS COULD BE HERE! 

Only $60 a year! 

Contact Mindy McClean at 
mindymacster@hotmail.com 

for further information.

mailto:mindymacster@hotmail.com

